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the leoluiioal term. From 1786 on the mark was made
with a stamp which gave the impression of being
embossed or raised.
The third mark is the sterling or quality mark, and
it is particularly interesting to note thai on this spoon,
the* lion was struck upside down, in relation to the
maker's initials. The lion passant, as it is termed, is
only struck on silver which on assay it proved to be of
standard quality. The fourth mark is the Hall Mark
.....a leopard's head - and it indicates that; the spoon
was made, or at any rate assayed, in London, The
leopard's head has been the mark of the Worshipful
r.otnpany of Goldsmiths from tin* fourteenth century
down to the present day, with the single break mentioned
on a preceding pai;v. It is to be noticed that the
leopard is uncrowned, and that is additional proof that
the date is x8^j, because prior to 1823 a crown adorned
the brow of this heraldic " beastie/1 The final mark,
which is the only one placed on (he piee.e by the maker
of it, is the one which marks the spoon with indivi-
duality. The. maker's mark is of some importance,
because If it can be shown that this or that piece of
silver is the mark of a well-known craftsman* its value,
in the eyes of collectors, is correspondingly enhanced.
We may now consider a little more fully the marks
which have been briefly explained in the foregoing
paragraphs. We will take first the hull or office mark,
which fixes the place of assay and by inference the
town, where the piece was made, lite leopard's bead
is the premier mark on old silver and is usually found
in association with the lion passant, As the study of
old silver grows, our knowledge lends to establish,
beyond contradiction, the claim that more titan 90